
 

 

 

Brussels, 9th of March 2023  

 

To:  Olaf Scholz, Federal Chancellor of Germany 

CC:  Ulf Kristersson, Prime Minister of Sweden  

Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice President of the European Commission 

 

Open letter: Industry and civil society call for certainty, ambition, and respect of co-legislators’ 

agreement on CO2 standards for cars and vans 

 

The recent yet indefinite postponement of the vote on the CO2 Standards for cars and vans within the 

Council of the European Union has brought concerns to both business and civil society organisations 

alike.  

 

With this open letter, the Platform for electromobility, uniting both spheres in a 47-member strong 

alliance to ensure the conditions for the full electrification of new light-duty vehicles by 2035, renews 

its support to the overall greenhouse gas emissions reduction target of 55% by 2030 and the climate 

neutrality objective by 2050. Reducing – and ultimately eliminating – emissions from cars, vans and 

trucks will be key to achieving these objectives. 

 

As validated by the European Parliament in February, the cars and vans CO2 legislation will increase 

the offer and promote the market uptake of zero-emission vehicles. With an increased market, zero-

emissions vehicles will also become more affordable with a continuously reduced total cost of 

ownership and more choice for consumers and will also help tackle air quality and noise issues, bringing 

an overall benefit to society. 

 

 The EU CO2 standards regulation delivers genuine benefits for transport, ensuring planning and 

investment certainty, setting clear signals to not only car makers and consumers but also to EV 

infrastructure providers on the required pace for the transition to zero-emission mobility. However, 

recent political backpedalling has severely blurred those signals to European industries, investors and 

infrastructure providers as well as the legal certainty formerly established by the EU’s institutional 

procedures. 

 

The Platform for electromobility thus urges the Swedish Government, as President of the Council, to 

first provide clarity and certainty on the agenda and secondly to safeguard the agreement as was 

already agreed in good faith between the EP and Council. Reneging on this deal not only puts at risk 

the EU Green Deal’s goal to fully decarbonise road transport by 2050, but undermines the very 

credibility of the EU’s established democratic norms. 

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

The members of the Platform for electromobility 

https://www.platformelectromobility.eu/who-we-are/

