
Paper for Transport 2011, http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52011DC0144&from=EN
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http://www.abb.com/
http://www.alstom.com/
http://www.avere.org/
http://bellona.org/
http://www.cer.be/
http://ecostandard.org/
http://www.eimrail.org/
http://www.eurelectric.org/
http://www.eurobat.org/
http://www.polisnetwork.eu/
http://www.nissan-global.com/EN/COMPANY/PROFILE/ALLIANCE/RENAULT01/index.html
http://www.smartenergydemand.eu/
http://www.transportenvironment.org/
http://www.uitp.org/tags/europe
http://www.unife.org/


 
 

EV incentive type 
 

 
 

Explanation 
 

 
Best applicability in MS with 
the following characteristics 

& type of use 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CO2 taxation at registration 
 

 
Bonus-malus system 
 budget-neutral, taxing heavier 

polluters more and vice versa 
 tax reductions to EVs need to 

come with tax raises for ICE cars 
to avoid tax deficits/ public 
revenue 

 negative impact on poorer 
population segment  

 public acceptance issues  
 

 
 most effective in countries with 

heavier tax burdens  
 may be temporary measure to 

help market uptake  
 or applied to commercial EVs or 

light EVs only   
 

 
VAT exemptions 

 

 
Bonus-malus system 

significant incentive for EV 
purchase depending on existing 
VAT rate  

 

 
more effective in countries 
marked by particularly high VAT 
rates (e.g. Norway)  

 
 

 
Fuel taxation 

 

 
 would result in greater purchase 

of less polluting cars and EVs 
 affect both the choice of car and 

the driving behavior 
 public acceptance issues,  higher 

tax burdens disproportionately 
affecting the poor (for EVs only) 

  

 
Greater estimated fuel cost 
savings and incentive to switch to 
EV in countries with relatively 
high gas prices and low electricity 
tariffs  

 
 

 
Access restriction schemes 

and congestion charge  
 

 
 Zero- and Low Emission Zones 

(LEZ) or Road Pricing (congestion 
charging) allow the exemption of 
EVs from these access restrictions 

 discrimination of ICE cars fosters 
EV uptake 

 growing concerns for public 
health due to air pollution make 
the adoption of these feasible 

 
Strict emission criteria are needed 
coupled with accurate emission 
testing (e.g. UK, Italy, Netherlands, 
Germany, some cities in Poland, 
Czech Republic, Austria and 
Hungary25)  

 
Parking benefits 

 

 
 parking space is a rare commodity 

in many cities – any incentives for 
EV owners with regards to 
parking could foster EV uptake.  

 entails loss of public income 
 To avoid significant income 

deficits, the grating of 
free/reduced parking to EVs 
should be accompanied by a raise 
in the parking fee levels for ICE 
cars 

 issue of public acceptance   

 
can be combined with charging 
infrastructure at dedicated 
parking areas (particularly 
effective in Norway)  

http://urbanaccessregulations.eu/ 

http://urbanaccessregulations.eu/

